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Summary Findings 
 

The following report highlights definitively and quantifies the loss of visitor parking on the East 

side of Loch Lomond (between Balmaha and Rowardennan) on the C6 road. 

 

An evaluation of local knowledge and review of satellite imagery has provided a conservative 
measurement of the loss of visitor parking at 570 lost parking spaces. 

 

 
 
Background & Rationale 
 

Parking pressure within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park (hereafter National Park) 

has increased significantly over the last two decades mirroring the number of registered cars across 

Scotland (Figure 1). Parking pressure on the east side of Loch Lomond from Balmaha to 

Rowardennan has been highlighted repeatedly by the local community as a cause of significant 

concern, as has been highlighted in the National Park's 2021 Joint Response Visitor Management 

Plan. 

 

 
Figure 1: Change in numbers (displayed as thousands) of cars licenced in Scotland between 1994 

and 2020. Numbers from 2014 are taken as the number registered in quarter four. Numbers 

accessed from UK Government statistics (VEH0104 dataset) on 13 July 2021. 
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The 2021 LLTNP Joint Response Visitor Management Plan identified two major concerns affecting 

the east Loch Lomond area; traffic congestion and irresponsible parking. Both of these major 

concerns can be directly attributed to a lack of available parking. The purpose of this report is to 

highlight and quantify the loss of available parking along the C6 road over the last few decades as a 

result of visitor management changes within the National Park. Specifically, the area of interest is 

from immediately north of Balmaha to immediately south of Rowardennan along the C6 road (Figure 

2). 

 

 
Sources of Information 
 

Two sources of information were used to provide evidence of the quantity of parking loss between 

Balmaha and Rowardennan, local knowledge and satellite images (Google EarthTM Pro). Local 

knowledge initially identified areas where parking had been available in greater capacity which was 

then investigated with satellite imagery. Images available from June 2002 provided an excellent 

opportunity to investigate the capacity of parking available within the east Loch Lomond area before 

major changes to parking availability were implemented. While June 2002 is prior to the break up of 

most primary and secondary schools, it should provide indicative summer parking (i.e. when there is 

most requirement for parking within the area). Furthermore, June 2002 provides a baseline 

coinciding with the year the National Park was established, thus changes since this time were 

sanctioned under the auspices of the National Park. 
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Results Summary 
 

Between north of Balmaha and south of Rowardennan, five dedicated areas of current and historic 

car parking were identified (Fugure 2). Each of these are now described. 

 

 
Figure 2: Area of investigation, from immediately north of Balmaha to immediately south of 

Rowardennan. Five current and historic areas for parking were identified.  
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Lochan Maoil Dhuinne 
 

Located immediately south of Rowardennan, this area for parking is now closed. The satellite image 

from June 2002, shows cars parked in the few locations covering this parking area (Figure 3). 

Parking spaces available from this area is estimated at 100. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: June 2002 satellite image of the Lochan Maoil Dhuinne car parking spaces. Areas 

highlighted show all the areas used for parking within this area. 
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Sallochy Bay 
 

At the time of this report's production (July 2021) Sallochy bay is closed to public parking and only 

available for cars parking for people who have booked space for camping. Available parking at 

Sallochy is estimated as 100 (Figure 4). 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Satellite image of parking at Sallochy Bay in June 2002. 
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Cashel 
 

There was a small car park located near Cashel Farm estimated to hold 50 cars (Figure 5). This car 

parking is now closed. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5: Off road parking near Cashel Farm 
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Milarrochy Bay 
 

There have been significant changes to the management at Milarrochy Bay resulting in the loss of 

approximately 20 places for cars. This has been driven from the loss of parking on the beach 

(Figure 6). 

 

 
 

Figure 6: Car parking at Milarrochy Bay in June 2002, highlighted the car parking on the beach 
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Manse Bay 
 

The field next to Manse Bay (Figure 7) provided the most significant loss to parking capacity within 

the area, with a loss of approximately 300 places. This is an underestimate of the total spaces 

which had been made available, as on very busy days, the field opposite was also opened and 

made available for visitor parking, accounting for an additional 150 spaces. 

 

 
 

Figure 7: Car parking at Manse Bay (image from December 2005). 
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Findings and Conclusions 
 

In the last two decades there have been very significant losses to the car parking availability 

between Balmaha and Rowardennan. This report has identified three of five locations which are 

permanently closed (Lochan Maoil Dhuinne, Cashel and Manse Bay), one site is, to the best of our 

knowledge, temporarily closed to public parking (Sallochy Bay) and one has had a loss of 

approximately 20 places. These losses of car parking availability do not account for incidental 

parking lost through the C6 road being changed to a clearway on 21 November 20021. 

 

This report provides a highly conservative estimate of the loss of 570 designated parking 
spaces between Balmaha and Rowardennan. 
 

• Lochan Maoil Dhuinne – 100 spaces lost 

• Sallochy Bay – 100 spaces lost 

• Cashel – 50 spaces lost 

• Milarrochy Bay – 20 spaces lost 

• Manse Bay – minimum 300 spaces lost 

 

While we fully acknowledge that some of these changes have been for good reason, for example 

health and safety reasons associated with the loss of parking on the beach at Milarrochy Bay, there 

has been zero mitigation provided by any responsible authority for the loss of parking. And, to 

reiterate, this is against a background of continually increasing numbers of registered cars within 

Scotland and increasing number of visitors to the Park. This loss of parking has the potential to 

cause friction between local residents and local business due to a lack of understanding of the true 

source of visitor mismanagement. This has significant impact on visitor experience through 

frustration associated with a lack of parking and the potential of not being able to enjoy the Park as 

originally planned. 

 

The lack of available parking in the area is leading to irresponsible parking on roadside verges 

which, in addition to the hazard this causes on a narrow road, has the potential to damage the water 

supply to the east side of Loch Lomond. The Scottish Water main supply pipe often runs parallel to 

the C6 road and, due to the local conditions (a pipe buried in an ancient oak woodland), has the 

potential to be damaged with heavy vehicles parking on the verges.  

 

                                                   
1 Source: http://minutes.stirling.gov.uk/pdfs/scouncil/Reports/SC200212050250.pdf 
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We, the East Loch Lomond Community Trust, must stress that this situation has been highlighted to 

the National Park on multiple occasions from multiple sources. There has to date been no action 

taken to mitigate this issue. We highlight that there have been significant attempts may locally to try 

to alleviate this issue (the provision of parking at Manse Bay was a private enterprise) but this did 

not succeed due to lack of support from the National Park and Stirling Council. Furthermore, a 

recent temporary carpark has been installed, through private enterprise at significant private 

expense, at the north end of Balmaha which has provided an additional 100 parking spaces. 

 

As we now enter a post-covid world, where foreign travel is limited, the pressure on this area is only 

going to increase. We urge the National Park to provide a roadmap, in the form of milestones with 

associated dates, to alleviate this issue as an urgent matter. We also reiterate that this has been 

highlighted in the National Park's 2021 Joint Response Visitor Management Plan and that the 

National Park received an additional 26.9% funding to mitigate the impacts of covid within the Park2. 

As a community trust we are responsible to our members and the wider East Loch Lomond 

community and are not aware of any current or future plan to directly address the issues raised in 

this report; highlighting the lack of communication between responsible authorities and those of us 

living, working and visiting the Park.  

 

The phrase “we do not want to turn the East side of Loch Lomond into a car park” has been used as 

a reason to take no action. We agree that this is also not our expectations, but a resolution must be 

found. We suggest that the Park, in consultation with relevant authorities and, including local 

resident consultation, consider the reinstatement of some of the old Forestry Commission car 

parking highlighted above. The woodland in these areas has already been disturbed as the 

roadways and pathways still exits, thus there would be minimum ecological impacts. Many of the car 

parks are away from the roadside, providing a safe space for families and would not impact the 

visual landscape for visitors. 

 

We strongly recommend that the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority take the 

content of this report seriously and we, the East Loch Lomond Community Trust welcome and look 

forward to discussing this further. 

 

The ELLCT will be sharing this report with other parties we feel would benefit from the findings and 

suggestions raised by this piece of commissioned research. 

                                                   
2 Source: http://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/2021/03/29/the-scottish-government-national-parks-and-funding-for-
tourism-outdoor-recreation/ 


